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STUDIES IN PALESTINIAN GEOGRAPHY. 



By Rev. Professor J. S. Riggs, 
Auburn Theological Seminary. 



III. JERUSALEM. 

Need of intelligence in the /visitor in Jerusalem. — A general view of the 
city from the slope of Olivet. — Sites which are beyond dispute. — Problems 
which remain. — Probable site of the crucifixion. — The permanent landmarks. 

The interest of the traveler in Palestine climaxes as he goes 
up to Jerusalem. Eagerly he watches for the first sight of her 
walls and regretfully he turns away from her streets and the 
hills and valleys around about her. Whoever goes intelligently 
need fear no despoiling of his idealizations, but rather may gain 
that vivid realization of the natural scenery of much of the Bible 
story that will always give it freshness. We say "whoever goes 
intelligently," and that means two things, going with some con- 
ception of the present condition of the land and city, and some 
acquaintance with the work that has been done in recent years, 
helping toward an accurate determination of localities connected 
with the history of both Testaments. 

There is perhaps no place on the globe where tradition and 
superstition have worked so well together. The city and the sur- 
rounding hills are full of "sites," and credulous pilgrims with no 
knowledge of the changes which an eventful history has brought 
about, kneel at impossible shrines and listen to absurd identifica- 
tions. The supreme interest of the city for a Christian is, of 
course, in its connection with the life of our Lord, and the pur- 
pose of this sketch is, as far as possible, to mark the outline of 
that which was the city to Him, and to show its difference from 
the Jerusalem of today. To help us we have, as the result of 
recent excavations and measurements, the establishment of the 
rock-levels all about the city and the definite settlement of some 
points of topography which are of great value. 
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To get some idea of modern Jerusalem, let us imagine our- 
selves upon the slope of Olivet east of the city. As we look 
toward the west, we have immediately in front of us the large 
quadrangle of the mosques of Omar and El Aksa, covering 
about thirty-five acres ; beyond to the north of this quadrangle, 
and partly on the west of it, is the Mohammedan quarter ; on 
the hill at our right, and west of the Mohammedan quarter, is 
the Christian section ; south of this, and on the highest part of 
the city, the Armenian quarter, and adjoining this on the east, 
reaching from it to the western wall of the sacred quadrangle, 
the Jewish quarter. 

Notable buildings appear on all sides amid indistinguishable 
dwellings. The mixture of minaret and tower, of church, convent, 
and synagogue makes evident the religious difference of the city, 
— which is comparatively small, and as of old, " compacted 
together." Her streets are narrow and irregular, and not 
remarkable for cleanliness. There is yet no good water supply, 
and the inhabitants are generally poor. Nevertheless, interest 
deepens as one studies the view and seeks to replace in thought 
the Jerusalem of other days. Repeated devastations have 
changed the appearance of the city, in some important respects, 
as have also the line of the walls. 

By consulting the map, which exhibits the rocky contours, 
one can see how the city is placed. It rests on two promontories 
of rock formed respectively by the Kedron and Tyropoeon valleys 
on one side and this latter and the Hinnom valley on the west. 
The Kedron starts on the north and sweeps around past Bezetha 
and Moriah and Ophel. The Tyropoeon begins near the present 
Damascus gate and runs southeast right through the city send- 
ing off an arm which reaches nearly to the Jaffa gate. Except 
in its lower portion, this valley is not distinctly marked, and it is 
not strange, for nearly fifty feet of debris fill it up. The present 
wall dates only from the time of Solyman the Magnificent, 1542 ; 
buried beneath the rubbish of centuries lie most of the ways of 
the old city. 

But the work of the last twenty-five years under the direction 
of the Palestine Exploration Society has done very much toward 
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helping us to an accurate restoration of the Herodian city with 
which our Lord was familiar. The following facts are now 
beyond dispute : the position of Ophel, south of the present 
Temple inclosure ; the direction and depth of the Tyropoeon 
Valley ; the name of the south-eastern hill of the city — the 
upper city ; the position of the pool of Siloam below the spur of 
Ophel ; the location of the royal towers near the present tower 
of David, in the first wall ; the south-western angle of the old 
"first" wall at the rock-scarf in the present Protestant cemetery 
on the Zion Hill ; the position of the Tyropoeon bridge leading 
to the royal cloisters of the Temple, the position of the south- 
western angle of the Temple inclosure. These facts, together 
with the description of the rock-levels, put us in the way of, 
at least, more intelligent discussion of the great problems yet in 
question — of these the greatest are these : [a) the extent of the 
old city in the time of Christ ; [6) the area of the Temple 
inclosure at the time of Herod's enlargement ; (c) the site of 
Calvary. If we could be sure of (a) we would also be a long 
way toward the determination of (c). That ancient Jerusalem 
was a far nobler city than that which now fronts Mount Olivet 
can be readily believed when we think of the glory of the 
Temple ; of the palaces and public buildings that rose up from 
the high city, and of the walls with their numerous towers and 
battlements. In the fifth book of the "Wars" Josephus gives 
the course of the walls before the destruction of the city in A.D. 
jo. Let us follow them as far as possible. The first began near 
the present Jaffa gate and ran directly eastward along the 
northern edge of the hill of the upper city (see outline) and 
ended at the wall of the Temple. From the Jaffa gate it went 
southward along the brow of the hill facing the Hinnom Valley 
to the rock-scarf where it turned eastward, and "bending above 
the fountain Siloam " passed along the eastern brow of the hili 
near the line of the present wall where it crossed over and came 
back along the edge of Ophel. It is but right to say that the 
direction of the wall after leaving the rock-scarf on the south- 
western angle is disputed. Conder, with others, makes it cross 
the Tyropoeon just above the pool of Siloam, while Lewin 
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follows what seems the more likely conjecture which we have 
already indicated. The moment we attempt to draw the line of 
the second wall we must face the serious question of the place 
of the crucifixion. A second spot is coming more and more into 
dispute with the traditional site under the Holy Sepulchre 
Church — and that spot is the Grotto of Jeremiah, not far outside 
the present Damascus gate. Nearly all the data for determining 
the direction of the second wall are wanting. Josephus says 
that it began at the gate Gennath, which is conjecturally located 
near the tower of Hippicus, and ran to the tower of Antonia. 

If for no other reason than the painful superstitions which 
crowd the whole interior of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, 
that were sufficient to make us wish to find some quiet spot like 
the hill outside the gate as the place where the wondrous 
sacrifice was made. Herr Schick, who contends for the present 
site, makes the second wall turn sharply several times on its way 
to Antonia. The rock-levels again seem to call for a course 
which would include the Sepulchre Church, for with a sloping 
hill a wall would be a weak defense in proportion to its distance 
from the summit — and the position of the church is below the 
summit of the Akra ridge. 

As long as the actual remains of a wall in this region are not 
clear beyond question one cannot be dogmatic regarding the site 
of Calvary, but the evidences of an old gateway found near the 
present Damascus gate and the line of rock levels would well sup- 
port the theory that the line of the second wall passed north from 
near the tower of David along the ridge of Akra to the present 
Damascus gate and then turned along the ridge of Bezetha to 
the northwest angle of the Temple area, i. e., to Antonia. This 
would make the present site of the Church of the Holy Sepul- 
chre untrue. It must be remembered that a long time had passed 
after the crucifixion before this site was fixed upon and honored 
with a memorial, and as another has remarked it was as easy to 
be mistaken about this as about the location of the place of 
the ascension which has always been pointed out as on the top 
of Mt. Olivet. Furthermore the grotto of Jeremiah answers to 
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all the conditions of the Bible account ; especially so, if the 
present Damascus gate marks the site of an ancient gateway on 
the much-traveled road toward the North. It was then without 
the walls, near the city, near a leading thoroughfare, conspicuous, 
and formed like a skull. As we stood upon the clear, quiet spot 
under the open sky and quite away from the noise and mummery 
of traditional remembrance, our earnest feelings were only too 
glad to second the judgment which makes this the most memora- 
able place on earth — the actual scene of the crucifixion. As the 
three crosses stood upon this height, sixty feet above the road, 
they must have been visible from the housetops all about 
Jerusalem. Singularly enough Jewish tombs have been dis- 
covered near by, and though it cannot be identified, it may be 
that one of these was the tomb of Joseph of Arimathaea. If 
these conjectures are correct, we can see from the outline that 
the general circumference of Jerusalem in Christ's time was dif- 
ferent from that of today. Now the southern part of the upper 
city or Zion is outside the walls, and its area is occupied in 
great part by a cemetery. Ophel is no longer included within the 
city and is but a barren rock. On the northeast the wall is 
curved further out and joins the Temple area in a straight line 
and the area of Akra was not quite as large. Only a broken arch, 
Robinson's arch, remains to show the place of the bridge which 
led across to the Temple area. Indeed, by the filling up of the 
Tyropoeon all the ancient approaches on the west side of the 
Temple area are obliterated. No wall now divides the city as 
did the old "first" wall. The brook Kedron was deeper, and all 
the surroundings of the city must have been more attractive than 
now. The Xystus stood in the Tyropoeon west of the Temple 
wall and the town of Antonia probably at the northwest angle 
of the great area. By different levels one ascended to the Holy 
Place of the Temple itself, and the inclosure was enlarged by 
Herod at the southwest angle. It is the opinion of Sir Charles 
Warren and Captain Conder that the northeast angle began near 
the present golden gate and followed the line of the ridge in a 
north-westerly direction. 

Such are the changes that come to light by modern explora- 
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tion and measurement. They give us some idea of the general 
contour of the ancient city and that is about all. At least twenty 
times Jerusalem has been besieged and the rubbish, some of which 
existed, when Nehemiah rebuilt the walls, has been heaping up 
so that near the south-eastern angle of the present Haram wall, 
the great stones of the foundation were found nearly eighty feet 
below the surface. Still the general position of the city is the 
same as when Christ saw it ; Olivet is watching above it as of 
old ; Gethsemane cannot be far away from the traditional site. 
The deep valleys run yet on both sides of the steep hills, and 
Scopus is yet seen toward the north. There below Ophel is the 
Pool of Siloam ; in the Kedron Valley is the old spring now 
known as the Virgin's fountain — connected by a tunnel with 
Siloam. Underneath all the city are the great caverns, whence 
rock was taken once for its buildings. One can look down into 
rock cisterns underneath the Temple area, and the broken aque- 
duct exists which brought water from the Pools of Solomon. 
Roman, Saracen, Crusader, and the different peoples of modern 
time have built memorials upon these sacred hills. 

Estimated according to modern standards, Jerusalem has none 
of the requisites of a great city. It is glorious only in memory ; 
for its associations, its interest will be imperishable. May the good 
work but go on which has already so greatly helped us to a 
clearer knowledge of its topography. 



